
Year 8 Dance: Knowledge Organiser: Term 1

The Windrush Generation 
BBC Bitesize Windrush Generation Video Link

• In 1948 Britain was just starting to recover from the Second World War. 
Towns and cities had been bombed. Thousands of homes and buildings 
were destroyed and they all needed to be rebuilt.

• In the Caribbean, thousands of men and women had served in the British 
armed forces. After the war, some of them answered an advert to come 
to Britain where there were lots of different jobs available.

• Other people just wanted to see England, which they’d heard so much 
about. They all got on a ship, Empire Windrush, which left the Caribbean 
to travel thousands of miles across the Atlantic Ocean.

• This was the first time so many Caribbean people had come to live in 
Britain. Many more arrived in the following 23 years.

• It was on the 22nd June 1948 that the Empire Windrush arrived at 
Tilbury Docks in Essex. But when its passengers got off, they found that 
Britain was not as friendly to them as they had hoped. It was cold and 
grey and the Caribbean people soon experienced racism and 
discrimination.

• They found it hard to get proper homes to live in and to make friends 
with British people. Later many of their children were bullied at school 
because of the colour of their skin.

• There were racial attacks and years later, race riots broke out in cities 
across Britain. Settling into a new country was difficult and black people 
had to stick together and support one another. 

• The Windrush Generation worked in important jobs in transport and 
healthcare. They brought music, food and much more to British culture.

• In 1966 Claudia Jones started the Notting Hill Carnival. This is a 
celebration in London of Caribbean music, dance and costumes.

• Revise the name and definition of all 
Dance Relationships for the Knowledge 
Quiz.  

• Revise the story of Windrush 
• Revise narrative dance structure
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