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Dear Parent/Carers,

It has been a really positive half term in many ways, with many significant achievements in the classroom,
on stage on the sports field, on trips and visits and in many other ways. The positivity, commitment and
kindness of students speaks volumes of them — it has been a really good half term and we are really
proud of the young adults that they are becoming. Please find below a number of updates on the
following:

Tesco Golden Grant Offer

Taking care if driving at the end of the school day
Parent Governor opportunity

Remembrance Day — Tuesday 11" November
0Odd Sock Day — Friday 14" November

Equity and Inclusion Survey feedback

Mary Poppins Production — Tickets on Sale
Return to school — Monday 10" November

Tesco Golden Grant Offer

Earlier this term we were the lucky recipients of a £5,000 Tesco Golden Grant to support our Tutor
Reading Programme. We’d like to thank all those in the community who supported this initiative.

Taking care if driving at the end of the school day

Please could we ask parents and cares to be really careful if driving near the school at the end of the
school day, especially along Gipsy Lane and Green Close. We have had a number of ‘near misses’ in
recent weeks, with cars driving at unreasonable speeds, especially as students leave school around 3pm.
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Parent Governor Opportunity

We would welcome expressions of interest for a vacancy as a ‘Parent Governor’ on our Governing Board.
Please see the attached poster for more information.

Remembrance Day — Tuesday 11" November

We will be marking Remembrance Day on Tuesday 11" November by holding the traditional minute’s
silence. There will also be a small memorial service in the memorial garden held for those that wish to
attend from the local cadet groups. Cadets are invited to wear their cadet uniform for the day at school.

0dd Sock Day - Friday 14" November

To mark anti-bullying week we will be holding ‘Odd Sock’ day on Friday 14" November. Students will be
welcome to wear odd socks in support of the initiative.

Equity and Inclusion Survey feedback

Thank you to all of you who completed the Equity and Inclusion survey last month. It was heartening to
share with the wider staff all the kind and enthusiastic comments you made about ECC and those who
work here; thank you. We also appreciate every piece of feedback and we have been working hard to
put into action the points you raised.

Please see 'Our Families Said...We Have/Will' which outlines the feedback given and how we are making
changes to make things better for our students and families.

Also included are guidance documents referenced in the 'Our Families Said' feedback, outlining how to
support your child and their learning at home in core subjects: KS3 and KS4 Maths support, KS3 English
support, KS4 English support and Literacy Support. If you have any questions regarding these, please do
not hesitate to contact Ms Rebecca Gee, Head of Maths Faculty or Ms Hayley Williams and Ms Lydia
Vowden, Joint Acting Heads of English Faculty.

We will continue to seek parental feedback as the year goes on. Thank you again for your kindness and
honesty.

As ever, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. We’d rather more contact than less so that we can resolve
any worries before they grow.
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Mary Poppins — Tickets on sale

We are really looking forward to our whole school production of Mary Poppins, running in the first week
of December. Staff and students have been working incredibly hard on what we know is going to be an
amazing show. Tickets are on sale now — please do purchase yours soon to avoid disappointment — the
final evening is already sold out.

Return to school — Monday 10t November

This is the first year that we are holding a two week half term for students. Teaching staff return on
Wednesday 5" November for three valuable days of staff training.

Wishing you a very happy half term break.

With best wishes.

Tom Inman
Headteacher
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Literacy at ECC: what you need to know

What do we do at ECC?

Sparx Reader

e If your child is in KS3, support us by ensuring that they complete their 300 Sparx Reader Points
each week for their literacy homework.

e If your child is in KS4, encourage them to also access Sparx Reader as they can access some of the
texts they are studying in English.

e If your child is an avid reader, they may be invited to be part of our Sparx Golden Reader book
club, where they can go to the library each week to talk about the wonderful books they have
been reading.

NGRT (reading tests)

e Ifyour child is in Year 7-11, they will have completed a reading test, which allows us to see
where each child is currently at with their reading ability.

e Teachers will have access to this information and will support and challenge as needed.

e Show an interest with your child and ask what texts they have been reading in lessons.

e Subjects other than English will inevitably read texts and extracts as part of the learning.

e The reading tests tell us which students might need further reading intervention.

e The reading tests also tell us which students would benefit from further challenge and
extension with reading.

The Tutor Reading Programme

e Ifyour child is in Year 7-10, they will be reading twice a week during tutor time.

e The tutor reads aloud for up to 30 minutes whilst tutees track along with their own copy of the
book.

e Show an interest in this by talking to your child about what they are reading.

e The programme has been designed to promote reading for pleasure, a raised awareness of
vocabulary and grammatical structures and to provoke thought and understanding of key issues
in the world around us.

e During this time, a small number of students might receive reading intervention or take part in
our library reading club.

e If you have any further questions around this, please refer to a previous parent and carer update
that detailed key information around the programme.



The Library

e We have anincredible library at the heart of our school with over 4000 books for students to
choose from.

e Thelibrary organises an incredible range of author visits and writer workshops throughout the
year.

e There are reading competitions where students can win prizes for reading books.

e There are also weekly themes that see the library transformed.

e Theme weeks include quizzes, writing competitions and challenges that are, again, rewarded with
prizes.

e Participation in library events is celebrated on a weekly basis in the school broadcast.

e Students can also sign up to be library monitors.

o Aswell as offering a calm space for quiet reading, it also offers a number of computers for
students to use to complete homework.

e During registration, some students will be invited to attend the library if they are part of our
library reading club.

e During registration, some students will receive reading intervention where needed.

The Bridging Pathway

e The Bridging Pathway curriculum supports English and literacy development, predominantly for
readers who need the most support or mostly have SEND needs linked to learning.

e The specific teaching of reading using the Lexia online reading program is used with these
students.

e Some of the students also take part in the Literacy Development Program which uses a specific
reading scheme to teach reading in small groups of four.

What can you do at home to support your child?

e Support your child to develop and maintain a healthy relationship with reading.

e Students need to be able to read well in all subjects — this means being able to read fluently,
understanding what they are reading and for an extended amount of time.

e People who read for pleasure, develop a thirst for knowledge and learning.

e Read books and texts (novels, magazines, newspapers, etc) yourself. Let them see you doing this!

e Encourage your child to read physical books and use the library.

e Remember, not all books are fiction and fantasy. The library has all sorts of real-world factual
books to choose from.

e Talk about books.

e Be positive about reading and books.

e Settime aside to read together.

e literacy isn’t just about reading. You can also support by writing together and talking together.

e |fyou are concerned about your child’s handwriting, there are lots of online resources that you
can use at home to support with handwriting.

Why is reading so important?

e Academic Excell end: Reading improves comprehen
academic performance.



e Enhanced Communication Skills: I't enriches voc
i ency.

e Critical Thi king and Probl em-
Sol ving Regular reading fosters critical t hin

e Emoti onal and Social Devel opment: Reading helop

contexts

e Creativity and I magination: Exposure to differ
nking

e Stres Relief and Ment al Wel |l -Being: Reading ¢

e Lifelong Learning: It encourages a | ove for 1|e

These benefits contribute significantly to a stud

Key Contacts
For Literacy qguHaeniles* wiplle @asnes @emaniolut hcol | ege. devo
For SEND querthiest hel elase- eona®d x mout hcol | ege. devon.

For Bridging Pat hwaayn eg.uleurci aess@e xpnhoeuatshec celmaeigle. devon.

For library quérnriaedhatpheaded@eamaiult hcol | ege. devon. s

*Spar x Reader, NGRTs, the Tutor
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ENGLISH LITERATURE
PAPER 1: Shakef'"pCeeanrteu rayn diotvheel 19 1hr 45m
Question Mar ks ava Ti ming
(Reading extrac|- (10 minutesi)
Sect iRmmeh: and JJ30 (+4 for 45 minutes
SectiAom hB:i st mas/30 45 minutes
(Check through)]|- (5 minutes)
PAPER 2: Modern Texts and Poetry - 2hrs
Question Mar ks ava Ti ming
SectiAommn I Mmsspecto30 (+4 for 45 minutes
SR 45 minutes
Section C: Unseen Poetry
First qguesti 24 30 minutes
P 10 minutes
(Check through)|- (5 minutes)
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ENGLI SH LANGUAGE
PAPER 1: Explorations in Creative Rea
Question Mar ks ava Ti ming
(Reading insej|- (10 minutes)
Section A: Reading
Que:stlon 1 4 mar ks 5 minutes
choice)
QueStlfJn 2 8 mar ks 10 minutes
anal ysis)
Quest|_0n 3 8 mar ks 10 minutes
anal ysis)
Questlop 4 20 mar ks 20 minutes
evaluation)
SeCtIPn B Cr40 mar ks 45 minutes
descriptive o
(Check throug|- (5 minutes)
PAPER 2: Writers' Vi ewpoints and Pers
Question Mar ks ava Ti ming
R . .
( ead!ng NS e (10 minutes)
guestions)
Section A: Reading
Question 1 4 mar ks 5 minutes
statements)
Question 2
(summarisin8 marks 10 minutes
synt hesi sin
QueStlfJn 3 12 mar ks 10 minutes
anal ysis)
Question 4 16 mar ks 20 minutes
of sources)
Section B: No(40 45 minut S
(Check throug|- (5 minutes)
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ENGLI SH LANGUAGE REVI SI ON
Questic Prepara
Readi ng Read through thesection that expl ain
“List 4 hingsgReddhes ke & ct (pages 3-4 of your bookKI e
Watch the MrTBeuffiubbwewdooamns wer this| ¢
AQA Engl i sh Language Paper 1 Question 1
Readi ng Read throughoranisection that expl ain
“"How doe the | WattkertheeMrTBe u6fivubbbwetobooamanswer this| q
| anguage?’ AQA Engl i sh Language Paper 1 Question| 2
question
Readi ng Read thrknowlorgasection that explain
‘“"How doe the |WatitkekrtherMcEiBaebfiubbwetodo oamns wer this| ¢
the text ! qgughA@QAobBngl ish Language Paper 1 Question| 3
Readi ng Rad through orgasection that expl ain
‘“"To what extenWatcekvoheaWMi oBe u6hdubbwdetoooanswer this| ¢
qguestion AQA English Language Paper 1 Question 4
Wr i tin, Read through the writing to refresh
Wr i ing desqcoptéowmn and structure of description.
AQA English Language Paper 1 Questipn
Pl an the descriptive or story piece i|n
Writin Read throughtion of vyour kt o refresh
Writing desdqcoptéewn and structure of a story.
Readi n, Read through the section how to t:
Question 1 (saffeestiBdomns ue
statements) Watch the following clips:
Question 2 (wrAQ& & ngummahr yL asonfg uage Paper 2 Questilfpn
di fferences) AQA English Language Paper 2 Questilon
Readi n, Read through the section that e x p
Question 3 guestions.
(How has the wwWateh ubkbedfoll owing <clip:
l anguage to ddgAQAi Begd)i sh Language Paper 2 Questiifpn
Readi n, Read through the section that e x p
Question 4 questions.
(Compari g atttwWasudkeksthedfoll owing <clip:
perspectives gdA0As §nlpdtih ht elxatnisgguage Paper 2 Questipn
Readi n, Read through the section that exp
Question 4 questions.
(Compari g attReuvudeschndast week’' s clip:
perspectives gdA0As §nlgdtih ht elxatnisgguage Paper 2 Questipn
Writin Read through the section that ex pl z
Writing a | etltetter.
Watch the following clips:
GCSE English Language: Writing A Letter (yofut
Wr i tin Read through the section that ewr i t i
Wr i ing an araitilel e.
Watch the following clip:
GCSE English Language: Writing An Article (|yo
Wr i t n Read through the section that expl ¢
Wr i ing a speepbdech.
Watch the following clip:
GCSE English Language: Writing A Speech (yoJut




How <can | revise?

e Attend ower Hour after-school sessio
e Use the activities in our study guid
e Create revision/quote cards/ mi ndmaps
e Use Seneca to qui z and revise quotat.i
e Use vyour notes from class to mind map
e Use your flashcards to | earn key quot
e Use your knowl edge organisers for eac
e Use the Mr Bruff wvideo on Youtube an
e Use Spa knotes, Shmoop, York Notes, G
e Practise creating, pl anning and respo
condi tions

PRACTI SE WHAT YOU CAN’T DO, NOT
How do | prepare for my exams in Engl

1.Do you have the right re

A pabhkgbfighéeessential a
every subject

Revision aghnuibdkesa great hel p with reardi n;
as great supports to use within | essons

GCSE English

GCSE h Text-An I nspecto
g:lllgspector Onl ine Edition & Quizzes: 1

e x.ams (CGP GCSE English Teo>

CGP Books, CGP Books: 9781 ¢




Romeo &
Juliet

GCSEEnglish

A Christmas

A Wi b ] O P P
Poweer amd
Conflict

GCSE AQA

English Language

New GCSE Espeare T-Rome

Juli et i ncl udes Onl ine Edit
2023 and 2024 exams: A maz on
Books 97818414611382: Books

GCSE Engli -A Chri st mas
Online Edition & Quizzes: p
exams (CGP GCSE English Tex
CGP Books, CGP Books: 97817
GCSE English -Power &

Ant hol ogy i nc. Onl ine Editi

2025 and 2026 exams (CGP AQ
Amazon. co. uk: CGP Books, CG
Books

New GCSILanguage AQA Co
Practice - i ncludes Onl ine |
the 2023 and 2024 exams (CGaGI
Language): Amazon. co. uk: CGI
9781782944140 : Books
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Ten Ways to Support Your KS

i 1. Encourage reading
Any kind of reading is brilliant! Novels are fantas
2. Reading reminders
Encourage your cBEPABXtpoeadimpgmrdhdeomicdnimtioht bl ei bfrianrdy s o me
to enjoy.
W 3. More reading!
Reading is the single best way to boost English s ki
nything that builds wvocabulary and sparks curiosit
4 . Talk about their |l earning
Ask what they’  ve been studying in English. Can they
it hel ps the |l earning stick.
5. Use the Knowledge Organisers
You can find these on the school website. Qui z your
to help them remember.
6 . Encourage writing
Whet her it s a story, diary entry, or film review,
v 7. Share good | anguage
Use interesting words at home and talk about what t
conversations.
0] 8. Watch and listen together
Fil ms, podcasts, news clips, and audi obooks al | e x p
you’ve watched or heard.
Y 9. Celebrate progress
Praise effort, i magination, and i mprovement. Confid
10. Stay connected
Keep in touch with your <chiéeéadisngnlgi s swrgitteieomgh edrammpa
Every bit of encouragement hel ps !
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