DRAMA Year 8 Curriculum Overview
	
	Autumn 
	Spring 
	Summer

	
	Learning Cycle 1
	Learning Cycle 2
	Learning Cycle 3
	Learning Cycle 4
	Learning Cycle 5
	Learning Cycle 6

	Topic 
	Silent Movies
	Macbeth
	Macbeth 
	Devising and Physical theatre
	Bugsy Malone
	Bugsy Malone

	Critical Prior Knowledge 
	Core vocal/physical skills
Comedy technique
	Characterisation
	Blocking
Contextual knowledge (Macbeth)
Ensemble work
	Physical skills
Devising techniques
	Core vocal/physical skills
	Core vocal/physical skills
Blocking

	Overall Intent
(Big ideas and key concepts)
	Understanding of the Silent Movie Era and style. Exploration of key figures in the industry
	Understanding of themes, characters, 
language and structure in Macbeth
	To perform an abridged version of the script as part of an ensemble
	Knowledge of a range of techniques to create devised theatre. Focus on work of Off Balance theatre company
	Cultural contextual understanding of 1920s America and prohibition era
	Interpretation of historical context and comedy skill through script extract

	Essential
Knowledge milestones 
(What students must master)
	SEE KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER
YEAR 8 KO 
	SEE KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER
YEAR 8 KO
	SEE KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER
YEAR 8 KO
	SEE KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER
YEAR 8 KO
	SEE KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER
YEAR 8 KO
	SEE KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER
YEAR 8 KO

	Cultural Capital
	Drama promotes a range of essential societal skills in our sessions. We aim to firstly develop students’ ability to create work and solve problems together and demonstrate a mature and diplomatic approach to their work. We work hard to introduce, develop and help student’s master negotiation, compromise and positive leadership skills with their peers. We also look to develop student’s wider understanding of theirs and others cultural and historical history and heritage through opportunities to explore alternative view points and key historical events, understanding and addressing the causes and roots of many social issues and exploring scripted works which have a strong and clear cultural and historical importance. Finally, we offer opportunities for students to experience a range of recorded and live theatrical events at various different locations across the country.

	Mode of Retrieval 
	Entrance starters
Performance and demonstration
Summative Knowledge quiz
	Entrance starters
Formative End of Unit assessment
Summative Knowledge quiz
	Entrance starters
Performance and demonstration
	Entrance starters
Performance 
and demonstration
Formative End of Unit assessment
	Entrance starters
Summative Knowledge quiz
	Entrance starters
Performance 
and demonstration
Formative End of Unit assessment

	ECC Student Characteristics
	In KS3 Drama our students know the expectations of the Department of how to stay safe in the lesson from the very start of the year. From their first lesson, ECC Drama students show resilience in all areas of their work, overcoming personal trepidations and aspiring to produce and demonstrate the best work they can. In Drama students are always respectful of one another's space, opinions and work, both practical and written, and tolerant of their peers in rehearsal, performance and critique. Within their learning, ECC Drama students not only demonstrate the essential skills and knowledge learnt through varied topics, but also build empathy and understanding for cultural, historical and social issues. Above all else our students will show confidence in not only their practical theatrical skill, but also their academic knowledge of the subject and their personal presentational ability.

	Connection to future learning
(When is this developed / revisited)?
	Cinema
GCSE Comp 2
	Bugsy Malone
Monologues and Duologues Group scripts 
GCSE Comp 1&3
	Group Devising GCSE Comp 1&2
	Working from Script 
Monologues and Duologues Group scripts 
GCSE Comp 1&3



