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The Peasants Revolt
1381
Poll Tax 
introduced to 
pay for wars in 
France

1381: MAY
Riots start 
due to tax 
collection

1381: 12th June
Rebels arrive in 
London

1381: 14th June
Wat Tyler 
meets with 
King

1381: 15th June
Tyler meets 
King and is 
killed

1348
Black Death 
kills many 
peasants

1351
Statute of 
Labourers 
limited wages

1360
John Ball 
preaches the 
right to freedom

Resentment among the peasantry was 
simmering when between 1377 and 1381, 
a number of taxes were levied to finance 
government spending. This prompted a 
violent rebellion in June 1381, known as 

the Peasant's Revolt. A large group of 
commoners rode on London, storming the 
Tower of London and demanding reforms 
from the young Richard II. The rebellion 

would end in failure. A number of 
prominent rebels were killed, including 

their charismatic leader Wat Tyler. 
Richard quelled the rebellion by promising 

reforms but failed to keep his word. 
Instead, punishments were harsh.

Alixe Bovey

READ

The Peasants Revolt of 1381

WATCH The Story Of The Peasant's Revolt 
| Peasant's Revolt Of 1381 | 
Timeline

LISTEN
BBC - In Our Time - The Peasant's 
Revolt

https://spartacus-educational.com/Peasants_Revolt.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kq9sbtFCR8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0038x8s
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Writing good history: Key Skills

Chronology
The order in which 
events happen. 
The big ‘story’.

Change/Continuity
Whether things 
have changed or 
remained the same 
over time

Similarity/Difference
What events or 
situations have in 
common, and how 
they are different

Cause
The reasons that 
something happens 
– long term or 
trigger cause

Consequence
Things that happen 
as a result of an 
event. Can be good 
or bad

Significance 
Whether an event is 
important or not. The impact 
it has had on people. How is 
has changed the world 

Sources
Information that comes 
from the time studied, or 
that was produced by 
someone who there at 
the time

Interpretation
The views of people 
who were not there 
at the time but have 
researched the event
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Task 5 : 
Complete the read, watch, listen activities. 

Write down 5 bullet points from each that you 
found interesting or thought were important

Task 6:
Read the

historian’s opinion.

Do you agree
or disagree with it?

Can you give some 
reasons why? 

Task 1:
Learn how to spell all the 

key words correctly.

Use the Read, Write, 
Cover, Check method or 
get someone else to give 

you a spelling test.

Then write a paragraph 
which includes
all the words.

Task 2:
Use the timeline to create your own

illustrated version of a timeline. 

Task 3:

Use the picture source on 
the KO to answer the 

question: “How useful is 
this source for finding out 
about the time period we 

are studying?”

Remember to include 
comments on the content 

of the source as well as 
the provenance 

(who wrote it, when and why)

Task 4:

Use the “What do I need 
to know?” box and turn it 

into a mind map.

Can you find or 
remember any additional 
information to include?


