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Sustainability:

The 6 R’s of sustainable design.
How does each affect your design choices?

Can you recycle your product after use?

Can you choose a different material? 

Perhaps something made from recycled products.
Can you reduce waste in the manufacture of the product?

Research is important in 

product design. We need to 

understand the client’s 

needs and wishes for a 

product so that we can meet 

them in our designs. 

Primary research is first 

hand experiences and date 

gathering such as a survey. 

Secondary research is using 

existing sources such as 

creating a mood-board from 

someone else's images, 

books, internet etc.

What is sustainable development? - Bing video

Sustainability explained (explainity® explainer video) - Bing video
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Sustainable Design.

When designing a product 

it’s important to consider it’s 

‘life cycle’ alongside the 

6R’s. What happens to the 

product from initial design 

idea through manufacture, 

use and finally it’s end of 

use. This is called a product 

lifecycle.
As we become more conscientious designers and 

consumers (users) we pay greater attention to the 

environmental impact of the products we buy and 

use. Often this means we buy less, buy organic or 

sustainable materials, avoid plastic products or 

look for alternative more environmentally friendly 

options. Think about the products you have at 

home and their impact on the environment using 

the lifecycle. What alternatives could you use/buy 

instead?

Product analysis: an in 
depth look at a product 
using the ACCESSFM 
headings to help us 
understand and evaluate 
the products key features.

Designers use product 
analysis to inform 
their design decisions, to 
get ideas, to see what 
existing products are on the 
market and to improve 
upon them.

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=sustainable+materials+explained+for+kids&adlt=strict&view=detail&mid=7041437E8D26D374857A7041437E8D26D374857A&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dsustainable%2Bmaterials%2Bexplained%2Bfor%2Bkids%26go%3DSearch%26qs%3Dds%26form%3DQBVDMH
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=what+is+sustainability&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dwhat%2bis%2bsustainability%26FORM%3dHDRSC4&adlt=strict%2cstrict&view=detail&mid=E11D87F5E998B8623A74E11D87F5E998B8623A74&&FORM=VDRVRV
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