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The Visual Elements

The seven Visual Elements are the building blocks of visual art.
Every piece of art you make will use some (or possibly even all} of
these elements.

ELEMENT: | DESCRIPTION: EXAMPLE:

LINE A continuous mark. Line is used to
describe the edges of objects, shapes
and spaces and can be used to produce
effects of tone, pattern and texture.

SHAPE When a line joins up with itself, a shape

is formed. Shape describes the outline

of an object and the space inside and ‘ n
outside of it. Positive space is inside the

object, Negative space is outside.

TONE The lightness or darkness of an image
or colour (sometimes called Value). It
shows the shadows and highlights. _
Tone varies from white through greys to | s

black and can be used to make a shape
look three dimensional.

COLOUR | Primary colours: red, blue and .
Secondary colours: green, crange and
purple.

Complimentary colours (pairs of
colours opposite each other on the
colour wheel): blue and orange; red and
green; yellow and purple.

FORM The physical volume of a shape in 2
space. Usually 3D (like a sculpture), but
can be the illusion of 3D (for example

by using tone)

PATTERN | A regular arrangement or repetition of ﬁ g:

an element (line, shape, colour, etc) or
motif.

TEXTURE | The feel of a surface or the illusion of
how it appears it would feel.

It might be smooth, rough, silky, furry,
etc.

TONE
Tone describes the ightness and darkness of an image. When drawing with tone, you
a\:;l‘d aim for at least 5 different values: White, Light Grey, Mid Grey, Dark Grey and
PENCIL GRADES:
The different grades of pencil each have a different tonal value. Hard pancils (H).
contain more clay, and are lighter. Black pendils (B) contawwin more graphite, and are
darker. An HB (Hard/Black) pencil is in the middle of this range and will give you a
mid grey {(HB pencils are good for lightly sketching out your fing work)

HE 8 (more graphite, darker)
€ (Haed Black) > 28, 38, 48 etc

H (mose clay, lighter)
2K, 3H, 44 etc

Year 8 — Art — HT2
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COLOUR Talking and Writing About an Art Work

PRIMARY COLOURS

Red, Blue and Yellow are the three Primary Colours. They are called this It is important to be able to discuss and write about art, and the work of other
because they cannot be made by mixing other colours together, but they artists, if you are to make art of your own. Discussing the influence other art

combine to make other colours. has had on your own ideas helps others to understand the art that you make.

SECONDARY COLOURS Ar:urs‘t_s c?ftch; make :r:hnn refpons.e to |c:h§r ir?iuentc::s too ﬁcfwha:‘s hg;?pe:'ing
Green, Purple and Orange are Secondary Colours. These are made by mixing % : "°; x:rcu: ht Iem. ,'tohr SRR de‘ t:o:mg £ie :;:h: T s STt
Pri - e e e e sy work context, and helps with our understanding of it r.

S ndary ¢ e s e oSt s Use the table below to fill in key information about your artist and artwork:

Red + Blue = Purple, Name of Artist: | Name of Artworic Date of Artwork:
Red + Yellow = Orange,

Blue + Yellow = Green.

COMPLEMENTARY CQLOURS ‘Born: g'!Fcla {what the artist Size:
Colours that are opposite each other on the colour wheel are called Died- | uz2d 1o make the artwork:
Complementary Colours. Each secondary colour is directly opposite the Nationality: - - -
primary colour that doesn’t go into making it. So red is opposite green Where is it now? oN
because red is the only primary colour that doesn’t go into green - blue and | —
yellow do. Important information | Description of the Artwork: | Doss the Artwork have 2 I
The Colour Wheel about the artist's life/work: | meaning? if so, what do |
you think that is? i)
—
<
I
©0
o
0
>
Were they parcofa | Which Visual Elements What is the mood of the |
particular Art Movement? | do you think are most artwork? How oo you think
Who/What influenced | imporzant in this artwork. | the artist has created this

them? | anc why? mocd?
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Understanding Art From Different Cultures

Use the tables on the following pages to write your findings about the
characteristics of the artwork from different cultures you study in this

Understanding Art From Different Cultures

Use the tables on these pages to write your findings about the charac-
tenstics of the artwork from different cultures you study in this unit.

unit. One has been filled in for you as an example.

Type of Art: Place of Origin: Type of Art: Place of Origin:

Australian Aboriginal | Australia

Media Used: Media Used:

Tradtionally watwral waterials, neluding clay, wood, rock caning ete.

More modern art works wse modern media.

Characteristics: Interesting Facts: Visual Examples: Characteristics: Interesting Facts: Visual Examples:

Oftzn using earthy Dates back, 20,000 - \

colowrs e rea, yellow, | #0000 years

browis aud white. Aboriginagl art is Like

Dots often used. A writion Languagg, (I:l

; wsed to tell stovies of the
zg;;om Ut TOr | o eamtioe, when the T
: ? wiorld was formeed, ) I
tndigenous anlmals | apovipinal artists are @g@ @ -
represented. forbidden from painting T A =
stories that do mot belowg | 1wty Sk prg e & <
£p them. |

o0

Type of Art: Place of Origin: Type of Art: Place of Origin: E
)

Media Used: Media Used: >

Characteristics: Interesting Facts: Visual Examples: Characteristics: Interesting Facts: Visual Examples:




