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Q Description Mins Example Question Top tips

-
Read the extract 

carefully and thoroughly 
at least twice.

10
 Use the glossary to help you with words you do not understand
 Try to visualise what is happening in the text in your mind

1

List five things question
(5 marks)

AO1 identify explicit and 

implicit information and 
ideas

5
Read lines 1-7. 
List five things you learn about Ruby Lennox in these 
lines. 

 Read and highlight the key focus of the question
 Re-read the relevant section and highlight elements that help you answer the 

question
 Keep it simple and answer the question: write down the things you learn in simple 

sentences. You can write more than five things.  Eg: She talks to the parrot.
 DO NOT copy out indiscriminate chunks of the text for your answers

2

What impressions 
question
(5 marks)

AO2 explain, comment on 

and analyse how writers 
use language to achieve 

effects and influence 
readers.

5

Read lines 8-23. 
What impressions does the writer create of the 
Lennox family in these lines? 
You must refer to the language used in the text to 
support your answer, using relevant subject 
terminology where appropriate.

The approach to these questions are very similar. The length of your response should be 
dictated by the marks available. Remember to track chronologically through the section 
of the text and pack your answers full of ideas
 Read and highlight the key focus of the question
 Re-read the relevant section and track through the text for evidence to help you 

answer the question
 Aim to select and write about 5 quotations for a five mark answer and 8 to10 for a 

10 mark answer 
 Make a clear point referring to the question, support it with evidence and zoom in 

on the words or phrases that convey significant meaning
 Write about the effects of the language or structural features on the reader – what 

does it make you understand?
 Identify language features using the correct term where appropriate

3
&
4

How does the writer 
question

(10 marks)
AO2 explain, comment on 

and analyse how writers 
use language and structure 

to achieve effects and 
influence readers

10 
mins 
each

Read lines 24-35. 
How does the writer show the fire spreading and 
becoming very serious in these lines? or
How does the writer makes these lines exciting and 
dramatic?

5

To what extent or How 
far do you agree 

question
(10 marks)

AO4  evaluate texts 

critically and support this 
with appropriate textual 

reference.

10

Read lines 50 to the end.
“In the last 20 or so lines of this passage, Patricia becomes a 
real heroine.” How far do you agree with this view? [10]
You should write about:
• your own thoughts and feelings about how Patricia is 

presented here and in the passage as a whole
• how the writer has created these thoughts and 

feelings.
• You must refer to the text to support your answer.

This question is asking you to evaluate a text. There will always be plenty of evidence to 
agree with the view, and you may also find evidence to disagree with the view.
 Read and highlight the key focus of the question
 Re-read the relevant section (it might be the whole text) and select evidence that 

helps you to form your point of view
 Aim to select and write about 8 -10 quotations
 Begin by stating how far you agree with the view and then support this with a range 

of clear PEEZR paragraphs
 If you feel confident, offer an alternative viewpoint that contrasts with the statement.
 Conclude, by briefly summarising your point of view.

Take 1 hour for this section: 10 minutes to read and 50 minutes to write your answers. There are five questions to answer worth 40 marks.
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Take 1 hour for this section: 10 minutes to read and 50 minutes to write your answers. There are five questions to answer worth 40 marks.

AO2: Commenting on Language 
Look out for the following in texts; comment on the effect the writer creates by using them. It is explaining the effect that is important.

6. Evaluative phrases

This clearly emphasises the fact that… This effectively draws attention to …

Here the writer successfully conveys… This phrase indicates clearly…

The certain implication here is … The author is deliberately highlighting…

This convincingly creates/suggests…
At this point in the text, it is powerfully 
implied that…

The unquestionable suggestion here is that… The writer subtly conveys the sense…

Without a shadow of a doubt, the author is 
implying…

Here the writer reiterates that…

This statement undoubtedly presents… The clever insinuation here is… 

AO4: Evaluating Texts
Question 5 always asks you to evaluate a text. Here are some 
phrases to help you evaluate how successful the writer has been.

Remember
to use PEEZR
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English Language Component 1: Section B Writing Creative Prose
Take 45mins for this section. Remember - plan your story (5mins), write your story (35mins) proof read your work for accuracy (5mins).

1. What the examiner is asking you to do

2. What the tasks look like



3. How to structure a story
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Use the STORY MOUNTAIN structure
and prompt questions to help you plan any story. 

English Language Component 1: Section B Writing Creative Prose
Take 45mins for this section. Remember - plan your story (5mins), write your story (35mins) proof read your work for accuracy (5mins).

Where and when will 
your story begin? 
What is your 
engaging opening 
sentence?

How do complications 
emerge in your 
narrative? What are 
they?

What is your moment of crisis? How does your crisis eventually resolve 
itself?

How does your story 
end? Is this a happy 
ending? How will your 
final sentence ensure 
the reader always 
remembers your story?
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English Language Component 1: Section B Writing Creative Prose
Take 45mins for this section. Remember - plan your story (5mins), write your story (35mins) proof read your work for accuracy (5mins).

4. Understanding when to change paragraph 6. Being good at sentences

5. Vocabulary and Language Features

The content and detail of your writing is important so try to 
incorporate a range of  the following features.

Feature Example Feature Example

Powerful nouns
The edifice filled the 
skyline.

Onomatopoeia

The scuttle of claws 
against the wooden floor 
sent shivers down her 
spine.

Well- chosen 
adjectives

The looming edifice 
filled the skyline.

Alliteration

The wind whistled and 
wailed down the 
chimney as the storm 
grew.

Excellent verbs
The looming edifice 
dominated the 
skyline.

Personification
The windows of the 
house stared down like 
lifeless eyes.

Evocative 
adverbs

The looming edifice 
dominated the 
skyline menacingly.

Pathetic fallacy
The cold rain thundered 
down spitefully on the 
people below.

A simile
Her eyes glimmered 
darkly like jet black 
coals.

Sensory 
description (5 
senses)

An acrid stench from the 
scorching fire caught in 
the back of his throat.

A metaphor
The pearls of her 
teeth glistened with 
spittle.

Oxymoron
A cold fire of rage 
rippled through her.

7. Use a range of 
punctuation for effect


