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What were conditions like in the trenches?
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Key Word Definition

/_For the soldiers of the First Werld War fighting was an exceptional circumstance,\

Blighty Slang ;E:" for Britain/ A rather than the norm. For many, life consisted of toiling to keep those at the front
:roun that got you sent supplied. But the frontline troops themselves were rotated to ensure that time
ome.

spent facing the enemy was balanced by periods of rest and, occasionally, home-
leave. The determination of soldiers to keep fighting could be strongly influenced

Conscription When the government makes

military service compulsary by the regularity of this rotation. Some armies were more efficient than others in
this respect. Russian and Turkish soldiers, often fighting at huge distances from
Dug out An area of the trench where a home, in regions poorly served by railways, were less able than others to find
saldier could rest. respite from the hardships of the front.
Lord Minister of War- in charge of .
Kitchener recruitment. Paul Cornish /
Mo mans The area of land between
land enemy trenches.

Shell shock A psychological impact of being
in the war- PTSD

What do | need to know?

'i Trenches were needed as the two sides were at stalemate- neither could advance any further. 5o they built a

Trench foot A condition caused by beingin

waterlogged trenches. trench system to protect themselves from enemy fire whilst holding their ground.

Pals battalion A group of friendz whao all joined
the army &t the same time.

READ hittps/y'wwn histonycomy news; life-
I I in-the-trenches-of-world-war-i
WATCH hitps./'wanw youtube. comfwatch?v
=¥zl O3 Dbda

LISTEN hittps:/y'wwnw bbc co.uk/programmes
/bDAnG016

The German trenches were more advanced and had concrete dugouts. They quite often also had the higher
ground and so had better drainage.
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"\‘ Seldiers did not spend all of their time in the front line trenches, they would rotate their time through the front
c‘} line and reserve trenches. Even in the frontline they were not fighting all the time and boredom was a problem.

h The frantline trenches were very unhealthy. There were lots of rats and the trenches became waterlogged in wet
weather which led to trench foot. Scldiers also had to contend with body lice and poor food supplies.

(':‘ ’]) The war led to rapid advancements in technology- tanks and offensive machine guns were developed as well as
new communication technelogy and medical technology such as x ray machines.
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How did WWI begin?
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/ In 1514 Europe walked over a cliff into a \
catastrophic conflict which was going to kill
millions of its men, bleed economies dry, shook
empires and societies to pieces and fatally
undermine Europe’s dominance of the world. All
caused by rivalries over colonies, economic
competition and a growth of nationalism.

Key Word Definition

Alliance A defensive union of
countries

Assassination | A murder carried out for
political reasens

Imperialism When countries develop an
Empire

Militarism Build up of military forces

Mationalism Strong sense of pride in
YOUr own country

Propaganda Information from the
government to persuade
people to think a certain
way

Treaty A formal agreement
between two countries

Trench A long narrowe ditch to
shelter from artillery

Margaret MacMillan j

What do | need to know?

* Germany's military resources and Empire.

The Kaiser, the German King, was ambitious and wanted Germany to be as great as Britain. He built up

“Land of Hope and Glory"™

Mationalism means believing that your country is better than others. Countries had nationalistic songs like

globe. Countries competad over the Scramble for Africa after 1881,

Imperialism means developing an Empire.Britain had the largest Empire in the world, covering ¥ of the

= Militarism is the build up of weapons. Germany and Britain competed in building Dreadnoughts — boats
which were superior to all other due to their speed and number of guns.

Countries in Europe divided themselves into two camps. The Triple Alliance was made up of Germany,
Austria-Hungary and Italy. The Triple Entente included Russia, Britain and France

blank cheque offer of help from the Germans which encouraged them to declare war on Serbia and

F In June 1914 the Black Hand Gang assassination Frank Ferdinand in Sarajevo. Austriz-Hungary received a
Russia.

If you want to find out more check out
the following links or scan the QR
codes on your phone or tablet.

Zl| READ

htps: )/ fwnwws_historyestra.com/pe

ricd/first-world-war/books-
interview-margaret-macmillan-

on-the-first-world-warf

C_] WATCH

https:f/m youtube com/watch
Pv=alUlHzdhEPbw

https://play.scast com,/s fhistoryetr
a/hrtp#IAKIFR 2 Fbristolcdn.s3.ama
zonaws. com % 2Fbbchistory¥.2 Faudio

H2FHistoryExtra 2014 03 07.mp3
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